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PROCEEDINGS
.« ..The Board Meeting of the Louisiana
'wiid»Life and Fisheries Commission convened at
10:00 o‘clock a.m. on Friday, July 7, 1972, at the
Wild Life and Fisheries District office, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, Jerry G. Jones, Chairman,
presiding. . . .
PRESENT WERE:
J. G. JONES, Chairman
H. C. WRIGHT, Vice-Chairman

C. M. HOFFPAUER, Director

L. J. AUTIN

HARRY SCHAFER:
1. Discussion of extension of shrimp season in i (8)

several areas.
2. Bait shrimp season. : (16)
JOE L. HERRING:
3.A"Setting of Migratory Bird season. (20)
RICHARD YANCEY:
4, Teal Season. . (4)

OTHER BUSINESS:
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Expressions of appreciation re House (24:;

34)
Bills 8 and 9.
Public hearing and investigation of ' (26;
’ ' : 34)
allegations.
Statement of H. C. Wright. ‘ (28)
Constitutional Convention. (30)

Allegations of Channel 4, WWL-TV, New Orleans,(31;
and Lake Charles TV station.
Experimental alligator harvest. | (35)

THE CHAIRMAN: This is a special meeting
called for a number of purposeé. I ﬁight explain
that thefe are three members of the Commission
present -- myself, Mr.wéutin and Mr. Wright. My
interpretation of Article VI, Section 1, of the
Constitution, which provides'for the Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission, says thét a quorum shall be
a majority of the members of the Commissioﬁ.

At the present tihe there are two vacan-
cies on the Commission, which would mean that we
have five memﬁers of the cOmmigsion, and there are
three presént. Cohsequently,'it is my interpreta-

tion that we have a majority present. If there is
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anyohne hefe that objects to.the Commission meeting
at this time, oﬂ the questioh of an absence of a
quorum, I would welcome yéur suggestions.

We have a member of the Cqmmission; Mr.
Berry, who is seriously 1ill, is‘in the hospital.

-Mr..Berry has submitted his proxy to Mr. Autin by
telegram. We did this out of an abundance of p?e—
caution. I amvnot sure what the legai effect of
the proxy is, but I thought I would jusﬁ say that
fof the record, that he is voting Mr. Berry's
proxy, but I don't think there is any question
about it being a guorum, because we have only five
members at the present time, and to my knowledge
the Governor has not appointed replacements for
‘Mr. Winfree, who resigned, and to Mr. Walker whose
term expired when Governor McKeithen's term
éxpired.

Hearing that, we will proceed with the
agenda. We will move out of order. We will ask
Mr. Yancey to come to the microphone and talk about
the teal‘seaéon.

MR. RICHARD YANCEY: HMr. Chairman and

Members of the Commission, the Commission is
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authorized to establish a-daté for a nine-day
September teal season at this time and Qe are
required to have our dates back .into Washington
by the tenth of July, so it is necessary that you
act on this matter at this time,

We, of course, have been having Septembex
teal seasons for about six years now and the data
compiled during these seasons indicétes that the
best hunter opportunity is provided the later thé
season is held in September. We would recomménd
that the dates for this September séason be Seé—
tember 22 through September 30. This would mean
that the season would start on a Friday, which
poses some problem. However, Charlie Bosch and the
president 6f the Wildlife Federation were ques-
tioned on this matter at the Alexandria public
hearing of the Commission, and they felt that even
though this does pose some problems.thét we should
go ahead and set these dates, rather than have the
season earlier.in September whenlfewef birds would
be on hand.

Now, just as a mattef of information,

the season that we held last year, despite the

i
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high wat ers in southwest Loﬁisiana caused by
Hurricane'Edith; produced a harvesé of abdut
183,000 teal, and we had some 27,000 hunters that
-participated in that season, so a great amount of
hunter opportunity was providedilast year and dur-
ing<previous years, and the estimated fall flight
of teal last year was some ten to twelve millian
birds, so the harvest taken during these September
seasons is not even scratching the resoﬁrce. but
it'is providing a lot of hunter opportunity.

Unless there is some objection to these
dates, beginning Friday, Séptember 22, running
through September 30, 1972, we would recommend
that you adopt these at this time.

I might further add that the bag limit
will be four daily and eight in possession, and
the éhooting hours will be sunrise to sunset, not
thirty minutes before sunrise to sunset. This will
reduce the number of other birds that may be takén
during the season that you would possibly shoot
during the déwn hours. You might shoot a pintail
or somethiﬁg like that. )

- MR. CLARK HOFFPAUER: You might explain

Géén : .
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that they won't let us go in#o October. We have
to stop in September. U

MR. fANCEY: Rigﬁt. The Commission had
forwarded a recommendation to Washington, asking
that the framework be extended into October 1, so
that we could start on Saturday, September 23, and
close on Sunday, October 1, but they did not allow
this in the framework. The framewofk that they ard
allowing is only during the month of September. We
wefe turned ddwn on that request, and this is
another complication that makes it almost neces-
sary that we begin this season on a Friday.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation. What is your pleasure?

.MR. WRIGHT: I so move, Mr. Chairman.

MR. AUTIN: I second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved bymMr.
Wright, seconded by Mr. Autin. Is fhefé any fur-
ther discussion? - Is there any objection?’

. (No response)

Hearing none, so ordered. Thank you.

Harry.

MR. .HARRY SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, MemberL
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"of the Commission, we have thrée shrimp areas that
we usually keep open, or open, after the brown
shrimp is closed, and it has been done tradition-
ally after a study by our field biologists, who
ascertain that there is a large population of
large brown shrimp available and that the white
shrimp have not moved in.

The areas are the ship channel from the
Intracoastal Canal to where it terminates. Then
in.Breton Sound there is a square that ﬁas been
traditionally opened, and tﬂe other area is Cal-
casieu Lake. I have three separate resolutions
for each area, and it really would éuthorize the
Director or Assistant Director, Dr. St. Amant,
to open these areas or keep them open after the-
season 1is over if the biologists find that there
are the shrimp there and.that the white shrimp
have not moved in. I would recoﬁmend that these
resolutions be passed.

THE CHAIRMAN: They provide for the same
way of determining whether yoﬁ are gding to close

the season?

MR. SCHAFER: The season would be closed

000 . _ )
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on 24-hour notice if the white shrimp move in or
if we have any aifficulty in enforéing the regula-
tions.

THE CHAIRMAN: As I understand your
resolutions, we are giving theﬁ'the authority to
opeh and to close, based upon the biological
information.

MR. SCHAFER: Right.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation. What is your pleasure?

MR. AUTIN: I so move.

MR. WRIGHT: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Autin, seconded by Mr. Wright. Is there any other
discussion? Is there any objection?

(No féspbnse)
Hearing none, soO ordered.
(Texts of the resolutions
are here made a part of
the record.)
WHEREAS, the local shrimping
interests in the Mississippi River-

Gulf Outlet area have requested the
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Lpuisiaha Wild Life and Fisheries

Commission to,consider an extension

to the brown shrimp season, based on

biological indications which would

not affect or be damaging to the

white shrimp crop, but which would,

in turn, be.benefibial to the Louisiana

shrimping industry, and |
WHEREAS, the Commission should

direct the Division of Oysters, Water

Bottoms and Seafoods to determine the

feasibility of this request and develop

technical data necessary to establish

that this 1s biologically sound and in

the best interest of the shrimping

industry,‘

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'I,‘f,_&E,SOLVED

that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries

Commission does héreby authorize the
Diréctor’and Assistant'Director to extend
lﬁhe shrimp season after techniédl evalu-
ations of the data determine th;t an

excess of large brown shrimp are available
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in that area where the-Mississippi River-
Gulf Outlet leaves the Intracoastal Canal
and continue to its termination in tﬁe
Gulf of Mexico.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Director and Assistant Director
can close this area on 24-hour notice
if probleﬁs develop in regard td enforc-
ing ﬁhe special season, or if the
examination of catches indicate that
undersized white shrimp are taken‘in
sufficient numbers, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
qfficial notification of this action
shall consist of the preparation and
release of information detailing a
proper legal description of the area
and the date and time of its opehing"
to the news media for public notifica-
tioﬁ.

WHEREAS, in gést years, a

special brown shrimp season in a

9D
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prescribed area in Brétén Sound has
proven successful and beneficial to
the shrimp industry, it is ~suggested
that this special season extension be
considered for 1972, and

WHEREAS, in the event that
large brown shrimp are available and
can be harvested in the area of Breton
Sound, without damaginglﬁhe whiﬁe shrimp
crop, and

WHEREAS, the season extension
will be based upon the biological exam-
ination of the area this year as well
as the knowledge compilea'during past
yearg, and

WHEREAS, the catching and
landing of such a crop of brown shrimp
would be most beneficial to thé Lguisi-
ana shrimping industry,

THEREFORE, BE iT RESOLVED
by the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission, at the»§ublic.meeting heid

on Friday, July 7, 1972, that the

- _ .
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Director and Assistant Director are
hereby authorized to extén&~the shfimp
season, after carefulAtechnical evalu-
ation of the data to determine that
large brown shrimp are available and
can be harvested without damaging the
white shrimp crop in the following
described area:
Beginning at Bird Islaﬁd,
thence runs northwesteriy to a
horizontal tank battery located
in the vicinity of Battledore
Reef (generally northeast of
Battledore Reef and east of
ﬁittle Battledore Island),
thence rﬁns northeasterly to
the Mississippi River~Gulf
Qutlet Channel at a Iightéd
privatelg—maintained marker
known as Station "69A" and
"70A4, thence southeasterly
down and ihcluding tﬁe Ship

Channel to lighted markers
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Nos.-37 and 38, thénce south-
westerly along the'inéideA
shoreline of Breton Island to
Bird Island, which areé is
approximately a nine-by-ten
mile square.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Director and Assistant Director can
close this area on 24-hour notice if
problems develop in regard to enforcing
the boundarieé, or if the examination of
catches indicate that undersized,&hité
shrimp are taken in spfficient numbers,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
offiéial nqtification of this action
shall consist of the préparation and
release of‘information~detailiﬂg a
proper legal description of the are&
and'the'date and time of its opeﬁin;
to the news mgdia for public notifica-

‘tion.
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WHEREAS, the local shrimping

interests in the Calcasieu Lake, Cameron

Parish areas, have requested the Louisi-

ana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
to consider an extensién to the brown
shfimp‘season based on biological indi-
cations that this would not affect or
be damaging to the white»shrimp crop
and in effect would be beneficial to
the Louisiana shrimping industry, and

WHEREAS, the Commission should
direct the'Division of Oysters, Water
Bottoms and Seafoods to determine the
feasibility of this request and deveiop
technical data necessary to establish
that this is biologically sound and in
the best interest of the shrimping

industry,

NOwW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED -

that‘the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission does héreby authorize
the Director and Assistant Direétor to

extend the shrimp season after technical
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evaluations of the data'determine that
an exéess of large brown shrimp are
available in Calcasieu Lake.
"BE IT FURTHER'RESOLVED that
the Director and Assisfant Director
can close this area on 24-hour notice
if problems develop in regard to enforc-
ing the special season? or if the e#am~
ination of catches indicate that under-
sized white shrimp are taken in suf-
ficient numbers, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
official notification of this action
shall consist of the preparation ana
release of information detailing a
proper legal description of the area
and the date and time of its opening
to the news media for pnblié noti-
fication.
MR. SCHAFER: The other item on the
agenda is the resolution for establishing a bait
shfimﬁ séason duriné the closed shriﬁp season,

from July 16 to August 21. This is in compliance

e . )
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with Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 121 by
Senator Nunez.'. |

We had a season similar to this last

-year and it is under stric; regulations; We-got

together with the enforcement division and came up
with some regulations. It has to bg a bona fide
bait dealer. He has to post a bond or a cashiér's
check. He has to have a live bait live well in
his boat, and he has to have a legitimate bait
deéler's business. I would. recommend that we
have this bait shrimp season.

THE CHAIRMAN: This is statewide?

MR. SCHAFER: This is statewide. Last
year we had 14 people who ‘put up their bond‘br §ut
up cashier's checks and we didn't have any éiffi-
culty whatsoever.

THE CHAIRMAN: We had no enforcement
problems about it?

' MR. SCHAFER: No enforcement problems.
THE EHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation. ﬁhat is your pleasure?

MR. AUTIN: I so move.

MR. WRIGHT: Second.

(L4 :
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THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Autin,
seconded by Mr. Wright. Is there any objection?
(No response)
Hearing none, so ordered.
(Téxt of the resolution
is here made a part of
the record.)
WHEREAS, Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 121, of the 1972
Regular Legislative Session, sponsored
by Senator Samuel Nunei, urges and
requests the Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission to grant pe;mits to bait
dealers to take live shrimp for salé
as bait during the period of closed
shrimp .season, and
WHEREAS, éommercial bait
fishermen'are requesting thé Com-
mission to grant é special compensation,
in the fofm of a permit, allowing them
to take live shrimp during closed
season to be used in their businesses

for sale to recreational fishermen, and

e6ed . . .
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WHEREAS, last year was the

) first season the Louisiana Wild Life

and Fisheries Commission established

the Special Bait Dealers Permit which

proved to be most beneficial to the

bait déaiers and Commission records

indicated there were no violations

by any of the.permittees;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisher-
ies Commission does hefeby approve the
issuance of the Special Bait Dealers
Pe:mit to bait dealers.to take live
shrimp for sale as bait during the
period of closed shrimp season, July 16,
1972, to August 21, 1972.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
permittee shall abide by ali rules and
regulations as stipulatéd'in said permit.
In the event any terms of the permit
are violated; the permit will be revoked
and permittee will forfeit his $1,000.00

bond or cashier check being held by the

ceae : _ :
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Commission in good féith.

MR. JOE HERRING{ hr. Chairman, the
first item we have on the éeason recommendations
is doves, and again we have a three-way split of
70 half-days. We are recommending September 2-17,
16 days; October l4-November 19, 37 days: and
December 23-January 8, 17 days. That is a daily
bag limit of 12 and a possession limit of 24;

Do you want to take ﬁhem one at a time
the}e, Mr. Chairman?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes.

MR. HERRING: We have rails, gallinules
and snipe. I would like to say we made a daily
kill of doves over a three-year period, and the
days that we selected here, wé found that these
dates we would get more hunters out and possibly
a better kill during this time. These are half-
day Seasonstasiyou know, but we feei like these
days that are recommended heré, out of our surveys
we have made, aré about the best days we could
pick out.

THE CHAIRﬁAN: You have heard tﬁe recom-.

mendation on the dove season. What is your

GOOﬂ ' .
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pleasure??

MR. WRIGHT: I so”ﬁ&&é,iMr. Chairman,
that we accept Mr. Herringfs recommendations.

MR. AUTIN: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Wright, seconded by Mr. Autin. Is there any
further discussion? Any objection?

(No respﬁnse)

Hearing none..so o:déréd.

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next
season then would be the rail season. We have 70
days and the dates that we recommend are November 4
toAJanuary 12, 1973. ‘The shooting hours would be
a half hour before sunfise to sunset. On the bag
limit 6n that, it will be, kiﬁg and clapper rails,
bag limit of 15, possession limit of 30. On the
sora and Virginia rails,. it would be a daily bag
limit of 25 and also a posses;ion limit of 25.

THE CHAIRMAﬁ: You have heard the recom-
mendation. What is.yoﬁr pleasure?

MR. WRIGHT: I soAmove.

MR. AUTI&: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.

gug . )
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" cussion? Any objection?

Wright, seconded by Mr. Au£inf' Is there aﬂy dis-
cussion? Any objection?A .
(No response)

Hearing none, so ordered.

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next one
we have is the gallinule season. We have 70 days.
We are reéommending Septembef 2 to November 10 on
that. The shooting hours~wi1; also be one-ﬁalf
hour before sunrise to sunset. The daily bag
liﬁif is 15 and the possession limit is 30 on
gallinules.

THE CHAIRMAN: .You have heard the recom-
mendation. What is your pleasuré?

_MR. AUTIN: I so move.

MR, WRIGHT: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.

Autin, seconded by Mr. Wright. Is there any dis-

(No response)
So ordered.
MR. EERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next one
is the snipe seasoh. We have 65 days and it is

recommended that the season be December 16 to

-

S
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to February 18. Also, theVShqoting hou;s Qill be
one-half hour before sunrise to sunéet. Daily bag
limit of 8 and a possessioh limit of 16.

| THE CHAIRMAN: What is your pleasure?

MR. WRIGHT: I so move.

MR. AUTIN: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wright,
seconded by Mr. Autin. Is there any discussion?
Any objection?

(Nb responée)

Hearing none, so ordered.

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next one
will be woodcock season and we did on this one run
the dates a little further into 1973 than wé did
the paét year. This was becaﬁse we had many
requests from guail hunters and other thaﬁ we do
this, so we are recommendiﬁg on the woodcock season
December 9 to February 11. That wiil be for 65
days. Shooting hours will be one-half hour before
sunrise to sungeﬂ, and the bag limit is 5 and a
possession limit of ten.

THE CHAIRMAN: What ié your pleasure?

MR; WRIGHT: I so move.

6666
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MR;AAUTIN: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Wright, seconded by Mr. Autin, Is there any ais-
cussion? Any objection?

(No reséonse)

Hearing none, so ordered.

MR. HEgRiNG: That is all those that are
within the federal framework that we have on that.

THE CHAIRMAN: Before you.sit down, I
wanfed to say something about you, Joe.

I Qant to publicly‘expreés the Commis-
sion's appreciation for the passage-of House Bill
8 and House Bill 9, involving the cénservation
fund and the Rockefeller Fund. So many péoplé
havé worked for so many years, trying to get these
things done, and I hate to single anybody out, wifﬁ
the Commisgion or with the Federatioh or what-have+
you, the geperal public and the iegislators them-
selves, because it wasJa concerted effort by a
great'number.of people that.we now have these two
matters that have passed the iegislagure.tand I

hope the Governor will sign them,

I just wanted to say, as pertains to

D6
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"House Bill 9; which is the Rockefeller Foundation
Fund, as you recall, it was voted down oncé and on
;econsideration enough votes were persuaded to
vote "yes," and although Joe Herring is not a
registered lobbyist, I am informed that Joe Herring
worked hard and long. While I am not going to say
it passed becausg 6f Joe Herring, I think the
assistance that Joe gave waé a great conﬁribution
in that particular bill being passed at a time when
vofes were hard to get.

Joe, on behalf of the Commission, I
" would like to thank you for what you did, in addi-
tion to thanking the other people.

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
There were a lot of people involved in that. Thank
you.

THE CHAIRMAN: I know, and I hate to
single you out, but I wanted to ab_it, anyway.

That completés the items that we have.
on the aéenda. We have a couple of other things
which I want to bring up and then we are going to
recesé. After we recess, we are goiﬂg to recess

for maybe five or ten minutes, and then we are

)
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901ng to come back and talk about. the setting of
an alllgator season in Louisiana for 1972, after
tﬁe recess.

There are a couple of things I want to
take up before that. Numbef One, you read in the
newspaper about a letter that the Governor wrote
to me, regarding some allegations about the
Director,.Mr. Héffpauer, aﬁd I am sure tﬁe news
media have the letter. He says he made it public;
If you want to look at it, I have the original
here. It,héd attached to it an anonymous letter,
addressed to him,‘with some allegations_about.the
Director, aﬁé you can also have that if you want
it. |

The substance of the letter was that he
;équests that the”Commissiop copduct an investiga-
tion itself‘into the allégations and take what
action they deem appropriate_and'to make a recom-
méndation t§ him within 60 days. I have considere
the matter and I have written the following letter
to him, which will be malled today, and I would
like ﬁé read it to you. )

{Copies of letters above
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mgntioned, i.e. letter

of Governor Edwards,
dated June.30, 1972, with
attachment, and letter of|
chéirman Jones, dated
July 5, 1972, are
attached to and made a
pait“of the recérd.)

THE CHAIRMAN: My recommendation to the
Coﬁmissiop is that gur next régﬁlar meeting is the
24th at 10:00 o;clock. I wouldn't want to confuge
this matter with any of the normal, regular agénda
business that we had, and I would suggest that we
‘'set a meeting fér this purpose at 2:00 9‘clock in
New Orleans on that same day. I»think that would
give sufficient time. Today is the 7th, and that
would give us about 15, 17 days in which to pub-
licize it.

I am going to write a letter to each
employee, to be sent out, a little letter inform-
ing them of this, andbwe can get the appropriate
publicity. I would recommend to you ‘that we set

a meeting at 2:00 o'clock on the 24th of July at

o0 : .
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" the New Or;eans office, for the purpose of explor;
ing into these allegations.

} MR. WRIGHT: Do you want that in.the form
of a motion?

THE CHAIRMAN: I would, yes.

MR. WRIGHT: I will concur in the motion]|

MR.>AUTIN: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Wright, seconded by Mr. Autin, that that recom-
meﬁdation be adopted. Do I hear any discussion?

Do I hear énj objection?
(No response)

Hearing none, so ordered.

MR. WRIGHT: Mr. Chairman, I gave you
a statement I wish you would read into the record,
please.

THE CHAIRMAN: This pertains to some
allegations that were made about.one of the members
of the Commission, Mr. ﬁright, and he gaﬁe me é 
statement which he asked that I read, and he has
copies which you can have.A ‘~.

. His statement is: .

“"With reference to the published

Bt

!
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;eéort that the Sutton Lake
caretaker, Lee Crawford, had
barred me and two Game Agents,
Alvin Armand and Marion Mayeaux,
from the private lake, I wish
to make the following brief
statemgnﬁ.

"At the outset ‘I want to say
without fear of contfadiction that
I have never caught over the limit
of fish in Sutton Lake and that
the report of Mr. Crawford as a
whole is purely and simp1§ a
falsehoodf I can not understana
what motivated him to maké such
a declaration unless it was for
the reason that he was mad at
£hose of us connected Qith the
Department of wild Life and
Fisheries because Agent Armand
and Mayeaux had caught Crawford
last fall with two (2) squirrels

he had killed out of season for

ooe "
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which violation he was fined

#75.00 plus $14.00 court costs.

I do not feel that the incident

is deserving of any‘further

comment from me cénsidering

the source.”

THE CHAIRMAN: The other‘comment i have
is that, as you all know, there will be én eleé—
tion on August 19 to select delegates to the
Constitutional Convention which will meet in
Januaryf As you know, the Commission is set up
in the Constitution, and they are going to be
looking at the entire Constitution,'and_l think
it behooves those of you who are copnected with
the wild life and fisherieé resoqrées in Louisiana

- to begin to formulate your own personal ideas
about what you think the~new Constitution should
provide as it pertains to thiSt Qhether you are
;atisfied with what you'have, whether we should .
have something new or something different. |

I would certainly suggest to all of you,
-including all of our employees and other people

who know a 1lot about fish and wild 1ife, that they
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“begin to think along these lines, where they can

so you will have things firmly in your mind.

begin to make recommendations to these people,
because we Qill have delegates probably to tﬁe
convention who are not necessgrily apprised‘of
fish and wild life matterssﬁch as you will be, and
they will be relying upon your assistance. Even
thoﬁgh the convention doesn't start until January,

I think it is time now to begin to think about it

The only other item I had was that a
television station in New Orleans.‘channéi 4, WWL-
TV, in a program -- the commentator was Mr. Bill
Ellender -- made some allegations in three or
four programs. I 4did not see the programé. I
heard the fape of the voice, that was given to me
over the telephone, and these were allegations
which concerned possible‘illegal activities on the
part of employees, and it was brbaq enough to
include members of the'Commission, too, involwving
alligator activities.

It went so far as to concern itself with
allegations that possibly some of our employees

were involved with bribery and murder. This is a

gess
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‘ve#y seriouslallegation and I personaliy appreci-
ate the people whb are interested in getting some-
thing done about violatioﬁsof the law, but I think
there is a way to go about doing it. I certainly
don't intend to scold anyoné about it. I want the
cooperation of everyone.

Consequenfly, I had the Director send a
telegram to this station and asked that if they
had any information of any kind regarding miscon-
duét of our employees, irregularities of our
employeés, violations of.the'criminal laws of the
state of our employees, that we would iike to know
about it. Since we are bound to conduct our busi-
ness in public, I invited thém to come tovour'
public meeting and let the hide fall with the hair
and give us any information they have. We likewisg
extended an invitation td the general public to do
the same thing.

About two moﬁths ago we had a similar
thing that happened in a'te;evision statipn in
Lake Charies, where they telecast some allegations
about Ellegal alligaﬁor activities. At that time

we sent telegrams to Mr. Gallinghouse, United
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' States Attorhey, to the Fishiand Wwildlife Service
in Atlanta; and to that television station. We
asked them to give us the benefit of any informa-
tion that they had, involving our employees, and
we received none. |

Accordingly, at this time,.if there 1is
anybody that has any information other than mere
allegations that they want foﬂpfovide toAus, they
are welcome to come to that microphone and ﬁo give
us'their name and give us the information.

(No respbnse)

Hearing no one come to the microphone,

I would further invite anybody in the public or
the news media, that if they come‘upon any such

_information other than rumors and they have posi-
tive information that they can give, that my time
is free to them at my home or my office to give me
the information, but I want to lét.them know that
I am going to make it éublic, what they give me.

I am going to give it to the Chief of the Enforce-
ment Division and I am going to‘make'it public.

Thank you.

Does anyone have any other business

2068 : : .
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" other than alligator season? Let's recess for
five or ten minutes.

(A short recess was here taken.)

THE CHAIRMAN: Thg meeting will come to
order.

I made two mistakes. Number One, I
said our public meeting in_July was the 24th. It
is the 25th, so our regular meeting will be in
New Orleans on the 25th at 10:00 o'clock, and at
2:60 o'clock on that day, we will have the héaring
that I referred to in respoﬁse to Governor Edwards
letter to me, regarding allegations about irregu-
larities on the part of the'Directog, so if you
will pléase correct that.

Secondly, when I talked abou£ the success
of House Bill 8 and House Bill 9 and the Rockefelleér
Funé and the help that many people gave us, I left
out the names of two people ~—- ahd_I knew that I
was going to get in tréuble.when I tried to give
names ——:but I want to give those two names. One
of them is Charlie Bosch and ﬁhe othér is Jayta

Hirscﬁman‘(Noté: phonetic spelling): sb wé want

to express to both of those, in addition to the

600 : .
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other peoplé,,our appreci;tion for their help.
The dnly oﬁher thing we need now is -the Governor
to sign House Bill 8 and House Bill 9. It will be
a monument in Louisiana if he does that, a real
monument . |

The next order of.business is, as I told
you before, that we are going to talk about the
possibility of setting an éxperimental'élligator
harvest in Louisiana. The Commission is consider-
ing at this time establishing an experimental
alligator seasdn’in parts of the state.

I am in é minute going to call on Mr.
Yancey to make some comments about that, but first
I would like to say that thé Commission would
request people that they serve on an advisory
committee and we dre asking Dr. Leslie Glasgow to
be the chairman of the committee and'Dr..Chabrec#
to be a member of the committee and we a?e going
#o sSee maybe another pérson in Louiéiana, a pro-
fessional person, to serve on the committee to
advise us in connection witﬁ having an experimenta

alligator harvest. Dick.

MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman, Members of

LT ' .
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the Commission, of course,‘if_a season is set on
alligators, then we would reéﬁmﬁend'that it be
conducted on an experimental basis only and that
the entire season be very carefully researched and
that the experimental season be handled and con-
trolled by a team of biologists who have worked in
alligator research in this state for many years.

Tﬁese biologists would coﬁe from the
Refuge Division or the Fur Division and would work
witﬁ a team of enforcement agents who would be
appointed by the Chief of the Enforcement bivisioﬁ.

Secondly, that we prevail on Dr. Glasgow
and Dr. Chabreck and perhaps one or two_other
people who‘are knowledgeable in this management
business to serve as an adviséry committee in‘work-
ing with our personnel in setting up the regula-
gions under which this season would be Eonducted
and being present duﬁing £he perioa'that this .
season would be conducted. |

' We would also like to stres§ the fact

that a strict quota system would be established
that would provide that n§ more‘than 20 percent of

.any given alligator population would be taken and

Ssee - A .
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that this Qould be carefuliy gontro11ed‘by an
ironclad tagging system whicavwﬁuIQ'be followed by
haQing all of the skiné being.processed through a
vaiida;ion station that would be established by the
Commission, with those skins tagged and taken
legally during that season being again markéd and
tagged by this team of people that we would have
handling this season for us. |

The season would only be established in
a Qery limited area of Louisiana, to start with,
in an area where we have a marsh that has a har-
vestable surplus of these animals and where‘it
would actuatlly be béneficial to the population of
alligators to thin it out. through a harvest, to
benefit the alligator population.. Also,‘this.in
addition would be beneficial to the other forms of
wildlife in the area, where you have a saturated
population. . Of course, these animals feed on
mottled ducks and other forﬁs of bird l1life and,
of course, the‘big alligators feed.on‘the small
“alligaﬁoré.
| The season would onlf be set invsuch an

area where the thinning of the population would

Qeea
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"be desirable-from the standpoint of alligators as
well qs-otﬁer forms of marsh wildlife.

Of prime importance would be the féct
that we would issue to the ho;ders of alligator
licenses immediately in adv#nce of this season
special dressing instructions that they would
follow as they har?ested alligators in the mérshes.
NOW.We would like to.emphésize that thesé instruc-
tions are not going to be issued until perhaps
three days in advance of the opening of the season|
This would be done for the purpose of eliminating
any illegally taken skins that may be taken in
advance of this season or in an area of Louisiana
where the season wquldn’t be open in advance of
the season. |

Of course, we are aware of the fact'and
we have information that leads us to believe that
there are some alligator skins in qoolers in the
state now that would pérhaps be processed or
marketed:duriné the course of such a season, but
by issuing these special dressing instructions,
we feel that we could virtually eliminate the

possibility of ahy of these illegal skins being
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"processed during the course of this season.

Of course, in addition to a tag being

~affixed to the skin or to the alligator at the timg

it is taken, then each skin would be tagged with a

second tag by an employee of this Commission at

the validation station that we would set up in the

area where the season would be held within four
days after the close of the season. Any untagged

alligator skins found in this state after that

foﬁr-day period would then be considered an illegal

taken skins.

These are some of the provisions we are
thinking about, if the Commission decides to set
a season. Then it would be set for purposes Of
benefitting alligator populations in the areas
where such a season would be set, as well as éhe
other forms of wildlife in that marsh, and cer-
tainly we want to conduct it on éuqh a basis that
it willjnot create any:problems with any other
Space.oxﬂanywo;her areas of Louisiana where the
season would not be open.

We think that thé mechanics can be set

up and carried out in such a manner to preclude
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-that possibiiity.

Glasgow, I am going to ask you to be the chairman

of that committee.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Dick. Dr.

DR. GLASGOW: I aﬁ'sure that everyone
here realizes that there will be some criticism
in setting a season, but I think we-have reached
a point in alligétor populafiqns that it is neces-
sary to set a season or to write the alligator off
as'nothing‘more than an animal to look at.

I am very confident that this state hés
a sufficient number of alligators to jﬁstify a
season. I am very confident that an alligator
season would be an excellent.project, not only for
the welfare of the alligator but also the welfare
of many other species of wildlife which are
dependent gpon ﬁhe same type of habitat. The land?
owner needs some type of stimulus to maintain that
ma?shland aﬁd an income from alligétors.is one form
that will help us retain our marshlands.

I am happy to serQe as an advisor becausg¢

I know that this state has more knowledgeable

people on alligators than any other state in this

D
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country or any place in thé'wqud, in fact.

I think that if an.alligator season will
work anywhere, it will work here in Louisiana
because you actually have a monopoly on the brain
power that knows somethiﬁg about alligators. I am
happy to serve in this capacity.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Doctor. Dick.

MR. YANCEY: Just one more comment.that
I failed to bring out that is a real important
point. Of course, the alligator is on the endan-
gefed species list that is maintained by the
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wila;ifé. However,
we, the Wild Life and Fisheries.Commission, has
requested that this animal be removed from that
list and on June 15 we met with the Chief of the
Endangered Species Program and his assistant in
Washington and theyvagréed that this animal is not
endangered in this state. We want £o bring that
our ;éry forcefully, that they acknowledged to us
in this meeting ﬁhatlthat animal is nét endangered
in the state. However, they are going to continue
to keep it on that list. Is tﬁat right,*ﬁr. Jones1

You were sitting there.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Thaﬁ's exactly_right.'
That's what the manlsaid. ‘ |

MR. YANCEY: We Qant to bring this point
out very strongly that, while they are g&ing to
keep it on the list, they do not consider.it to be
endangered in Louisiana.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. HOFFPAUER: One of the things that
the federal government was worried‘about was that,
do.we have an accurate population estimate. wWe ’
do. Do we have a predetermined harvest-level?

We have done that. And do we have a method of
harvest and sale so as to not hurt the alligator
population, and we have that. ’I think we have met
the three criteria that they were worried about.

THE éHAIRMAN: Thank you. Is there‘any
other business to come before Lhe Commission?

We have been in recess fof a while. Is

"there anybody with Channel 4 in New Orleans here?
* (No response) |
Do I hear a motion we adjourn?

MR. WRIGHT: I move we adjou:n.

MR. -AUTIN: Second.

13 -
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. - .'Thereupon,'a£”12:00 o'clock
noon, Friday, July{i,.i972, tﬂe
special meeting of the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission,
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,

was adjourned. . . .

Kathryn G. Chamberlin,

6O

i3
2

Reporter. *
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State of Lonistana

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Patmr Nonge

EowiN EDWARDS
COVERNCR

June 30, 1972

Honorable Jerry G. Jones :
Chairman, Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
Cameron, Louisiana

Dear Jerry:

The enclosed anonymous letter is self-explanatory. I do not ordinarily pay
attention to anonymous letters but the publicity and rumors surrounding the activity
referred to in the letter and my desire to correct abuses or clear up erroneous
charges prompts me to suggest that the Commission initiate an in-depth investigation
into the allegations made in the enclosed letter as well-as the allegaticns made in
recent news articles. The following observations are made: :

(1) None of the present members of the Commission are my appointees
and this request is made solely in fulfillment of my obligation
as Governor of the State of Louisiana and in my belief that the
proposed action is justified.

(2) The Director is a personal friend of mine and from my hometown;
nevertheless, please be advised that I hold him accountable to
the same high degree of integrity and compliance with the law
as I do other persons and I do not want friendship to color or’

" in any way affect the investigation and the Commission's recommenda-
tions.

{(3) The Commission should publicize the proposad investigaticn and invite
any interested parties, including Commission emplovees, to testify.
Assurances should be given to all that the job securlty of any employee
testifying will be protected.

(4) I want a complete report of the investigation, findings and recommenda-
tions within sixty days. Following receipt thereof and after having
had an opportunity to study same, I wish an opportunity to meet with
The Board and the Director to discuss the findings.

(5) In an effort to maintain credibility and to assure all citizens of
this Administration's attitude in cases of this nature, I intend to
advise the news media of tnis request. .

EWE:ad
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July 5, 1972

Honorable Edwin Edwards
Governor, State of Louisiana
Post Office Box 44004

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Dear Governor Edwards:

I am in receipt of your letter of June 30, 1972,
with its anonymous enclosure. Your conclusions are -
guite proper, and I whole-heartedly concur in your con-
cern that we immediately correct any deficiencies or
irregularities that exist, or clear up rumers and charges

if they are erroneous.

During my tenure as chairman of the Commission, I -
have endeavored to conduct the vublic's business in npublic.
I believe that this policy has produced dividends by in-
stilling confidence in the public and in our employees.

Accordingly, I intend to reconmend to the Commxssxon that

the following action be taxen.

(1) The»Commission meet in an owen, public meet-~
ing in our New Orleans offices for the purpose orf receiv-
ing testimony pertaining to allegatxons of lrregularztles
on the part of the director. : :

(2) This meeting will be publicized well in ad-
vance and all employees of the Commission will be informed
that they may freely testify, without fear of repr;sal or
of p1301ng their job in jeopardy.

-
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(3) This meeting will be conducted in accord-
ance with the dictates of Article 6, Section 1 of the
Louisiana Constitution. Wwhile this provision of the
Constitution does not specify a detailed procedure, I
interpret its spirit to be that we are not to conduct
a "Kangaroo Court”. With this in mind, we would not be
concerned about recexving allegations. rumors and hear-
say, but would restrict our ingquiry to legally admissible
evidence given under oath. As I feel it our duty to re-
move this matter from the field of rumor and allegation
into the field of fact-finding, we must necessarily con-
cern ourselves wholely with fact and not rumor.,\

(4) The Commission does not possess'subpoena
power, but if it appears that relevant and material
evidence exists which cannot be obtained voluntarily,
we will refer the matter to the Attorney General for
his handling.

(5) After receiving the testimony of all persons
with facts pertaining to irregularities on the part of
the director, Mr. Hoffpauver will be afforded the oppor-
tunity to testify in person and to present any evzdence
in his defense.

(6) The Commission will make findings and recom- -
mendations based upon this evidence. My thoughts are
thatathese reconmendations should be COncerned with:

A.JJ
(a) When the director is guilty of any
irregularities; and, if so, what action
the Commission will take; and '

{b) Wwhat, if any, changes in Commission
policy are necessary to correct situa-
tions such as these, so that wrongdoxng
is not invited. :
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(7) A verbatim transcript of all testimony will
be prepared, and a copy, along with the findings and
recommendations, will be furnished to you and to the
Attorney General.

We would welcome your suggestions or criticism
of this procedure to be followed. I can assure you that
we will continue our efforts to properly manage the fish
and wildlife resources of thisg state. Your continued.
interest, concern and assistance is greatly appreciated.

- - Sincerely yours,

LOUISIANA WILD LIFE AND
FISHERIES COMMISSION

JERRY G. JONES, Chairman
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